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feel; their silence often says more than their speech ;

and even the biographer must be able to hint these
august and inspiring silences. We do not always know
what we love in others ; what they do is often but a
small part of what they are; yet from a hundred
delicate hints and glimpses we come to believe in what
they are, while at the same time our deepest love is
never given to those who are wholly remote, abstracted
and passionless. We do not love men and women in
spite of their faults, prejudices, mannerisms and foibles,
but actually for them, because they all proceed out of
what they are ; and therefore the best biographer must
know by a kind of inspired tact what is essential; he
must not love fondly but truly ; and then if he works
both faithfully and skilfully, he may do what is perhaps
the greatest service a man can do for his fellows, and
persuade them to believe in life, and show them that
life itself finely lived, with all its shadows and failures,
is a more beautiful and engrossing thing than any
romantic or imaginative presentment of it.
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